The Episcopal

Church of the Good
Shepherd
Christmas Eve 2020
\

10:00 AM Worship

The Episcopal

Church of the Good Shepherd
is a reconciling, affirming and inclusive Christian community working through
worship, love and service to welcome all people just as God created us. We strive
to live by the message of Christ, in which there are no outcasts and all are
welcome.
No matter where you are on your journey of faith, and whether you are single,
married, divorced, separated or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of
age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, creed, sexual orientation, economic
condition, and physical or mental abilities. We believe that God delights in the
diversity of all creatures and so do we!
As we continue worshipping during COVID-19 our procedures for entering
the church, sitting in the nave, and exiting the church will be a bit different.
1. We can now have more than 10 people in the nave at one time.
2. When you enter, your temperature will be taken, you will be asked several
questions, you will pick up your own bulletin and locate an open sitting
area.
3. During the service, Fr. Corwin will remain behind the altar until time to
serve the wafers. No touch wafers will be served but no wine.
Thank you.
We pray that your time at Good Shepherd will be fulfilling and that you
will return to worship with us again. If you are visiting, please sign our
guest book in the church entrance before you leave.

Use your smart phone to scan this image and reach our website
at goodshepherd.allegan.net for more information about our
parish and activities plus a link to our
page.
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO
December 24, 2020
Prelude:

Good Christian Men, Rejoice
Good Christian Men, Rejoice

J.S. Bach
Dupre

Lighting the Advent Wreath
Reader 1:

Advent hope moves us; Advent peace stills us leads us; Advent joy stirs us;
Advent faith sustains us, that we might affirm our King Jesus.

All:

It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ
Candle.

Reader 1:

We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary in
Bethlehem of Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah, whose coming was
prophesied. The same Jesus lives today in our hearts. He deserves our highest
loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ, our hope is fulfilled; our peace is
attained; our joy is complete; and our faith is sealed. We revel in the Love Christ
brings into the world.

All:

Rejoice, a Savior is born.

Reader 1:

A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world!

Opening Hymn

O Come All Ye Faithful
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Hymn #83

THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation
Priest:
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

(BCP p. 355)

Priest and people: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria
(BCP p. 356)
Priest and People
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you; we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us:
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen
Priest:
People:
Priest:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Collect of the Day
(BCP p. 160)
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when
he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
A Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness -- on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at
the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as
fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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The Response is Psalm 96, Cantate Domino
1

Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2

Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3

Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10

Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, * when he comes to judge the earth.

13

He will judge the world with righteousness * and the peoples with his truth.

A Reading from Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
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Sequence Hymn

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
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Hymn #87

Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

A Reading from The Gospel according to Luke

(Luke 2:1-7, 8-20)

[In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.]
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

Dark Street Shineth

The Nicene Creed
Priest: Let us affirm our faith using the Nicene Creed.

Fr. Corwin Stoppel
(BCP p. 358)

Priest and People:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
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God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People - Form II

(BCP 385)

Leader:
Prayers of the People are structured according to Form Two on the Book of
Common Prayer page 385. In the silence after each bidding, please offer your own prayers
silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our partner dioceses and their
bishops, especially Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby; our Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry, our Canon Missioner the Rev. William Spaid, our interim Canon Missioner the Rev. Alan
James, and our priest The Rev. Corwin Stoppel. On our Anglican Cycle of Prayer, let us pray
for all church leaders around the world. On our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for all the
churches in the Diocese in Eastern and Western Michigan. In our Parish Cycle of Prayer, let us
remember our altar guild, Eucharistic ministers, lectors, musicians and technicians. Let us also
remember all members of The Good Shepherd Church and their families. Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, those in prison, those who
continue recovering from natural disasters, those facing economic challenges, those living amid
the unrest in the World, and those soldiers serving overseas, especially Alex, Gabe and Rooney .
. . Let us pray especially for those for whom prayer requests have been made recently,
including: Mary Ann and Merrit; Lex and Sally; Nicki; Tonya; Amy; Rosemary; Whayne,
Dana and Family; Tony; Deb; Karen; Tim; Rita; Cristy; Dorothy; Wyatt and his mom,
Melissa; Wjdan (Weej-dan); Mary Diaz; Grace; Vickie; Sandy; Jim; David and Betty
Sprague; Al; Marian; Kerrie; Darcy; MaryAnn and the family and friends of Dean Ferris;
Mark; the family and friends of Rob; Sandy; family and friends of Judy Erickson and any
others you wish to mention either silently or aloud (allow time for people to add their own
intercessions) – and pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence
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I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. Pray that they may find
and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed . . . Pray, either silently or aloud, for those who have died.
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may
have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence
(The Officiant adds a concluding Collect.)
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords
with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin
Priest:

(BCP p. 359)

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Officiant and People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Priest:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
The Peace and Announcements
Priest:
People:

(BCP p. 360)

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Sentence
Priest:

(BCP p. 377)

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to
the Lord.
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Offertory Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High!
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Hymn #96

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A
(The people remain standing.)
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

(BCP p. 361)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Priest: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to
become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name

Gloria

(BCP p. 362)

Priest and People:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
(The people stand or kneel, as able.)
Priest:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

(At the following words concerning the bread, the Priest is to hold it or lay a hand upon it.)
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father:
Priest and people:

Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Priest continues:
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
Priest: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
People and Priest:
Our Father in heaven hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread -- BCP 364
(The Priest breaks the consecrated bread. Silence is kept.)
Priest:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei
People and Priest:
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:
Give us your peace, give us your peace
(The priest lifts the bread.)
Priest: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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All persons are invited to receive Holy Communion. Please remain in your seats, extend your
hand when Father Corwin passes and receive the bread in your open palm. You may eat the
bread. Wine will not be offered. If you do not wish to receive Communion, place your hands
across your chest and the priest will offer God’s blessing.

Communion Hymn

Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming
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Hymn 81

Reflection Hymn
Silent Night
(The church dim as Silent Night is played.)

(The people sit or kneel, as able, for the prayer after Communion.)
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Hymn #111

Priest: Let us pray.
Priest and People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
The Dismissal
Priest:
People:

(BCP p. 102)
Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Blessing
Priest:
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths and
superficial relationships so that you may live deep within your heart.
Amen.
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of
people, so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. Amen.
May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain,
rejection, starvation and war, so that you may reach out your hand to
comfort them and turn their grief into joy. Amen.
May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a
difference in this world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be
done. Amen.
May the blessing of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit who creates, redeems
and sanctifies, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Recessional Hymn

Joy to the World
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Hymn #100

Postlude:

Good Christian Men, Rejoice
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J.S. Bach

The Episcopal

Church of the Good Shepherd

serves all of God’s creation through Christ’s example of faith and love.

Thank you for helping to serve the Lord!
Serving tonight, December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve
Chalice Bearer:
Crucifer:
Lectors:

Videographer:

Judy Buchanan
Wendy Hiscock
Ray Lewis

Torch Bearers:
Organist:
Altar Guild:

David Schout
Dede Lewis
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Given by Kate and Larry Nameche in memory of Mr. and Mrs. John Adams, Mr. and
Mrs. Americo Dernavich, Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Sawitzke, Scottie Boy II Angel

18

The Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd
101 North Walnut Street, Allegan, Michigan 49010
Phone: (269) 673-2254
Regular office hours:
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday - 10 AM to 2 PM
Website: goodshepherd.allegan.net
Email: goodshepherd@allegan.net

Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan
5347 Clyde Park Ave. SW, Wyoming, MI 49509
(616) 319-2006
Webpage: https://edwm.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wmichepiscopal/

Schedule of Services:
The Holy Eucharist at 10 AM Sundays
Whoever you are. . . as you are. . .

we welcome you!
Father Corwin Stoppel, Priest Associate

616-886-8007

THE VESTRY:
Ray Lewis, Senior Warden — (269) 370-8551 (2020-2023)
Kandi Gibson, Junior Warden — (269) 673-1732 (2019-2022)
Korree Johnson (2018-2021)
Ann Perrigo (2019-2021)
Wendy Simmons (2019-2022)
Lynne Winters (2020-2023) Gari Voss (2020-2023)
Ann Perrigo, Clerk of the Vestry
Gari Voss, Treasurer
Wendy Simmons, Assistant Clerk of the Vestry
Mike Buese, Bookkeeper
Carol Mollett, Parish Secretary
Our parish mission statement
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd serves all of
God’s creation through Christ’s example of faith and love.

19

